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ROBIN SELVIG: BIG SKY 
COACH OF THE YEAR
Colorado and Montana are 
two states headed in different 
directions when it comes to 
allowing guns on college cam-
puses.
Following a 2012 court rul-
ing striking down University 
of Colorado policies banning 
permitted guns from campus, 
the state legislature is weigh-
ing a new law to keep guns out 
of the classroom. Meanwhile 
in Montana, the state senate is 
set to consider House Bill 240. 
The proposal, from Rep. Cary 
Smith, R-Billings, would end, 
the Montana Board of Regents 
power to regulate guns on col-
lege campuses. 
MISSOULA
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Gun law policies differ in Mont., Colo.
GRIZ LAX RELAX
Under the bill, Montana 
university students with a val-
id concealed weapons permit 
would be able to carry their 
weapon into college class-
rooms, stadiums or dormito-
ries.
Currently, each university 
sets their gun policy. At the 
University of Montana, it is re-
quired that students and facul-
ty who bring guns to campus 
store them at the Office of Pub-
lic Safety.  
If HB240 passes, those liv-
ing in university housing could 
store guns in their college dorm 
rooms.  
Smith has argued that his 
proposal is, in part, a response 
to recent shootings in Aurora, 
Colo., and Newtown, Conn. 
“We’ve had gun violence out 
there that seems to be occur-
ring more and more frequently 
in gun-free zones,” Smith told 
the House Judiciary Commit-
tee. “And the gun free zones 
are the problem, in my opin-
ion.”
The House approved the 
bill 58-41, divided along party 
lines.
Smith echoed his argument 
this week in front of the Sen-
ate Education and Cultural Re-
sources Committee, saying that 
every shooting tragedy ends 
only “when a good guy shows 
up with a gun.” 
Like the House, the debate 
is largely falling along party 
lines. Sen. Sue Malek and Sen. 
Dick Barrett, two Democrats 
from Missoula, have said that 
they will oppose the bill on the 
Senate floor.  
“If they believe that doing 
so will promote the safety and 
well-being of the public, the 
Regents should have the abil-
ity to prevent the carrying of 
firearms on campuses,” Barrett 
said in an email. “Just as any 
farmer, rancher, business own-
er, homeowner or governmen-
tal entity can.”
Malek, who worked at UM 
for 24 years as an academic 
adviser, said the bill would in-
fringe on the safe learning en-
vironment already in place on 
Montana campuses.  
“I would not have been able 
to do the work I did, talking to 
people who needed someone 
to talk to, someone who could 
help them see beyond the im-
mediate crisis, if I had thought 
they might be carrying a gun,” 
she said. 
THE CASE IN COLORADO 
Nearly 800 miles south of 
Helena, another state legisla-
ture is taking the gun debate in 
the opposite direction, moving 
to restrict gun rights. The Col-
orado Senate approved a bill 
to require background checks 
for all gun sales two weeks ago 
and has backed a move to elim-
inate all online certifications 
for concealed weapons permits. 
The legislature has also tack-
led the issues of guns on cam-
pus directly. The state House 
MONTANA
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Men’s Grizzly lacrosse players stand at midfield waiting their turn for a drill Tuesday afternoon during their practice at Dornblaser Field. The Griz are 3-4 
and are playing Idaho on Friday and Washington State on Saturday at the Washington-Grizzly Stadium at 7 p.m. both nights.
Slam it: 
Missoula’s 
own poetry
See GUNS, page 5
Funny revelations, intense 
broodings, and the occasion-
al angry outburst reverberat-
ed throughout the Elks Club 
Tuesday night, as local artists 
animatedly recited original, 
spoken word creations for Mis-
soula’s city-wide poetry slam.
“It’s loud, in your face and 
nothing like what you’d think a 
poetry reading would be like,” 
said participant Colter Murphy.
Cosponsored by Big Sky 
High School’s Aerie and the 
University of Montana’s Oval 
literary magazines, the event 
showcased talent from across 
Missoula, and awarded cash 
prizes to the top five acts.
“It’s never about winning, 
though” said Murphey, a se-
nior at Big Sky. “It’s a way of 
See SLAM, page 4
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GOT NEWS? We’ve got news for you. Please send any news tips, ideas and press releases to EDITOR@MONTANAKAIMIN.COM.
The Montana Kaimin, in its 115th 
year, is published by the students of 
the University of Montana, Missoula. 
The UM School of Journalism uses 
the Montana Kaimin for practice 
courses but assumes no control 
over policy or content. 
The Montana Kaimin is printed on 
campus by Printing and Graphics. 
Send letters to the editor to 
editor@montanakaimin.com. 
Editorials are discussed and written 
by Kaimin editors. 
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When a friend of mine visited Missoula for the first time a few 
winters ago, she couldn’t help 
but mention the abundance of 
casinos in town — in the en-
tire state, really. Coming from 
Fargo, N.D., I can understand 
her shock of a keno machine 
in seemingly every bar, truck 
stop and liquor store in sight. 
She asked, “does Montana have 
a gambling problem?” I could 
only think to reply, “Well, Ali, 
since our state doesn’t have 
sales tax, we have to get taxpay-
ers’ money somehow.” Just like 
the cigarette tax, it’s a burden 
on addiction and those suffer-
ing from it. But we don’t seem 
to notice, we take it for granted 
even. It’s just a cultural norm 
here, though it comes with 
some baggage.
Now, I’m not calling for the 
prohibition of regulated gam-
bling. That would be hypo-
critical — I’ve been known to 
blow a few bucks on keno, and 
the state lottery actually does 
raise good money for schools. 
Plenty of good businesses in 
town make good money on 
video poker and keno. But it’s 
the norm, the very culture of 
gambling, that needs to be ad-
heard around the
OVAL
FOOD ZOO
“You stabbed me in 
the mouth with a fork! 
That’s not appropriate 
in any circumstance, 
and it aggrivated my 
gingivitis.” 
THE OVAL
“I can’t say ‘I love you’ if 
you’re sitting on my face.”
 
LAW BUILDING
“You value your 
humor and she values 
Instagram selfies.” 
FINE ARTS BUILDING
“I honestly get a little 
frightened when I pee.” 
A+C COLUMN
By Brooks Johnson, A+C editor
Game over
KEEP MISSOULA WEIRD
dressed. Because despite our 
parents’ best intentions, we 
don’t know how to treat our 
money. There are hundreds 
of opportunities to waste it in 
Missoula, just as there are 1,200 
nonprofits to spend it on wise-
ly, whatever your political bent.
According to the State De-
partment of Justice, there are 
17,000 licensed machines at 
1,600 licensed businesses, and 
at least one in each of our 56 
counties. To make a real Mon-
tana town now, it seems, you 
need a bar, a church and a casi-
no. (Post offices are so last cen-
tury). Since all of these estab-
lishments also sell alcohol, an 
easy business model arises: Get 
‘em drunk and let ‘em spend. 
More likely than not, if you sit 
down to gamble you’ll get a 
complimentary drink or two 
and discounts from there. Un-
less you get lucky, and some-
times you do, you’ll soon be 
saying “Oh damn, there goes 
another 20, time to drive home.” 
Which can end with an unfor-
tunately popular three-letter 
abbreviation and a night in jail. 
But again, you can’t just 
outlaw gambling. It’s going to 
happen, even when it shouldn’t 
(March Madness bracket pools, 
anyone?). And it isn’t just an old 
guy in the Oxford spending 
your spare change — it’s the 
diverse range of Missoulians 
we seem to cherish supporting 
a very weird economy indeed. 
Whether it’s to satisfy an Obsse-
sive Control Disorder urge to 
watch the flashing lights or to 
try for the 400th time to roll a 
Yahtzee, we’re kind of hooked. 
It certainly helps support the 
jobs of people I appreciate, but 
couldn’t a few bucks go a long 
way toward putting food on 
some kids’ table? 
Do what you want, but please 
remember to tip your bartend-
ers and casino attendants. 
brooks.johnson@umontana.edu
@readbrooks
Happy Gay Pride Week, Missoula. This is a time of celebration and 
hope that one day our homosexual brothers and sisters will enjoy the 
same freedoms as every other American. 
With that in mind, let’s look into what our government is con-
sidering doing to protect gay rights. The Montana House of Repre-
sentatives is contemplating a bill that would decriminalize gay sex. 
The 1997 Montana Supreme Court ruled the law against gay sex was 
unconsitutional, and Senate Bill 107 would take it off the books. The 
bill has already passed through the Senate in a 39-11 vote and is now 
under review in the Montana Judiciary Committee.
Montana is one of four states — Kansas, Oklahoma, and Texas be-
ing the others — that still technically outlaws homosexuality. Among 
those in favor of the decriminalization are Democratic Senators Tom 
Facey of Missoula and Christine Kauffmann of Helena. Kauffmann 
is one of several openly gay members of the Montana Legislature. 
“[The words] are only there to remind people that we are indeed 
second-class citizens — that we are unworthy, that Montana is not 
a welcoming place for us, that we are despised,” Kauffman told the 
Independent Record. 
The main reason the law has lingered in the state is because of re-
luctance to reject something that is unenforceable. Linda Gryczen has 
been fighting this issue since 1989. She has said she believes the ex-
isting statute is a violation of privacy and echoed many proponents’ 
beliefs that the government should not interfere with the activities of 
consenting adults in the bedroom. 
Unfortunately, the bill is headed to the conservative House Judicia-
ry Committee, where it will likely be shut down. In 2011, a similar bill 
was proposed, sent to the Judiciary Committee and denied. 
Jamie Greer, a lobbyist for the Montana Human Rights Network, 
expects the bill to fail in the Judiciary Committee yet again. “They’re 
not showing a lot of respect towards the LGBT community and I don’t 
expect them to pass (Senate Bill) 107,” Greer told the Billings Gazette.
Despite Greer’s beliefs, many Democrats, who picked up a few 
seats in the chamber last election, are hopeful that this year will be 
different from 2011. Advocates also point out that since 2011, the Mon-
tana Republican Party has removed the position that it seeks to make 
homosexual acts illegal, though they are still opposed to gay mar-
riage. 
I hope Montana Republicans will continue to come around on 
this issue, because it is a shame that this law is still on the books. We 
need to ditch these typical red-state, narrow-minded attitudes. Why 
should it matter to anyone what others do in the privacy of their own 
home? The gay community cannot be viewed as second-class citizens 
any longer — it’s 2013 for goodness’ sake. Thankfully, this is Missou-
la, and it seems like a majority of people living here feel the same way. 
Let’s hope the conservative Judiciary Committee can look past their 
usual anti-gay beliefs and vote in favor of the decriminalization.
lillian.langston@umontana.edu
@langstonlilian
By Lilian Langston
Unconstitutional Crime
YOUR WORLD THIS WEEK
 POLITICS COLUMN
Montana Kaimin
Wednesday, March 20, 2013 NEWS 3
The Big Sky Conference 
recognized Lady Griz head 
coach Robin Selvig as the Big 
Sky Conference coach of the 
year Tuesday.
In 35 years of coaching, 
Selvig has a 798-254 record. He 
has won Big Sky Conference 
coach of the year 14 times, plus 
five times in the Mountain 
West Conference and once in 
the Northwest Women’s Bas-
ketball League.
“Everyone is very loyal 
to him,” sophomore Maggie 
Rickman said. “He has earned 
it in every way, and I haven’t 
met someone who doesn’t like 
him for everything yet.”
Rickman was drawn to the 
Robin Selvig named 
coach of the year
program because of the re-
spect others have for Selvig’s 
accomplishments and person-
ality.
Senior and Big Sky Con-
ference MVP Katie Baker said 
she wanted to join Montana 
four years ago because Selvig 
said they were about more 
than just basketball.
“He said we love the game, 
but it’s not about basketball. 
We want them to have a good 
college career and a good life,” 
Baker said. “Basketball coach-
es across the country live and 
breathe basketball, and he 
loves the team, but it’s more 
than just basketball with him. 
It’s a family and a love, and 
that’s what pulled me in.”
alexandria.valdez@umontana.edu
@A_N_Valdez
Alexandria Valdez
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Lady Griz basketball stand-
out Katie Baker added anoth-
er accomplishment to her 
resume Tuesday. The senior 
forward was named to the 
Women’s Basketball Coach-
es Association All-Region 7 
team.
Baker joins San Diego 
State guards Courtney Cle-
ments and Chelsea Hopkins 
(Mountain West MVP) and 
Chaundra Sewell of Wyo-
ming on the Region 7 squad. 
She is now one of 52 players 
who will be considered for the 
WBCA 10-player all-America 
team. 
Baker is the 13th WBCA 
all-region selection in pro-
gram history and the first 
Katie Baker earns 
All-Region 7 team honors
Grady Higgins
Montana Kaimin
since Mandy Morales in 2007-
08. She said it is humbling 
to be mentioned in the same 
sentence with players like 
Morales.
“Mandy is truly a legend 
here at Montana and some-
one that I really looked up 
to,” Baker said. “You never 
think of yourself ever being 
considered on the same level 
as someone like that, so to do 
something on par with her is 
incredible.”
The honor comes in the 
wake of an award-filled year 
for the Coeur d’Alene, native, 
who was named the Big Sky’s 
MVP while also earning a 
first-team all-conference spot 
for the third straight year. 
Baker was also selected for 
the all-tournament team as 
she helped lead the Lady Griz 
to the conference tournament 
title. 
Baker said while she is 
proud of her individual ac-
complishments she credits 
those surrounding her. 
“Individual awards are 
something to take pride in, 
but I have to give a huge shout 
out to my teammates and 
coaches,” Baker said. “They 
have obviously been a huge 
part of what helped set me up 
to succeed.”
Baker is the fifth-leading 
scorer in Lady Griz history 
with 1,420 points and is also 
fifth in career blocks. Howev-
er, she said going to her sec-
ond NCAA tournament is the 
accomplishment that stands 
out in her mind. 
“I know when I look back 
years from now, I’m going 
to remember this season for 
winning the Big Sky along-
side this group of girls,” Bak-
er said. “Going to the NCAAs 
is something that all college 
athletes dream of and to get 
a chance like this my senior 
year is a blessing.”
grady.higgins@umontana.edu
@gradyhiggins
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expressing what I really feel.”
Slam poems are dynamic, 
combining recitation elements 
like rhyme, rhythm, body lan-
guage and vocal range into a 
compelling, three minute pre-
sentation. Topics are broad, 
and Tuesday’s crowd applaud-
ed poems ranging from apoc-
alyptic musings about earth’s 
future, to an insightful reflec-
tion from Murphy on Missoula 
County Public Schools Super-
intended Alex Apostle’s recent 
pay raise. 
“It’s a public forum,” said 
Lorilee Evans-Lynn, English 
SLAM
From page 4
teacher at Big Sky High School 
and faculty advisor to the Ae-
rie program. “Poems go from 
hilarious to heartbreak.”
The slam format provides 
a great avenue for expression, 
Evans-Lynn said, especially for 
youth demographics. 
“Young people are hungry 
for that,” she said. “They tell 
me all the time: we don’t get 
to vote but we still have lots of 
things to say.”
Since arising from the Chi-
cago jazz scene in the mid 80’s, 
poetry slams have quickly be-
come popular across the nation 
and around the world, appeal-
ing to a new breed of artists 
eager to shed the constraints of 
tired traditions. 
“It’s so unconventional and 
has so few rules,” said Chel-
sea Elwood, editor of UM’s 
Oval Magazine. “People that 
are bored writing sonnets say, 
‘Yah, I’ll write a slam.’ It’s pret-
ty empowering is what it boils 
down to.”
Big Sky student and Aerie 
member Stacia Hill said what 
draws her to the form is the 
ability to explore daily issues 
which sometimes get bogged 
down in traditional poetry.
“It’s less focused on flowery 
language,” she said, “and gives 
people a chance to focus on 
what they really want to talk 
about.”
According to Evans-Lynn 
however, underneath slam po-
etry’s contemporary exterior 
lie roots tracing all the way 
back to the sonnet king him-
self. 
“It’s a little bit like modern 
Shakespeare,” Evans-Lynn 
said. “He wrote for the com-
mon people of the time. It was 
haughty and there were great 
sexual jokes and all kinds of 
things and slam poetry is sort 
of like that.”
Whatever its appeal, the 
form has taken hold around 
the world. 
German exchange student 
and slam performer Damiano 
Dimuro said slam poetry clubs 
are almost as popular as sports 
in his home town.
“I’ve noticed that Ameri-
can’s have more serious poems 
than Germans,” he said. “Ours 
are more about entertainment.”
Dimuro said he’s learned 
from performers in Missoula 
and has started incorporating 
more politics into his pieces. 
This learning experience is 
what slam poetry is all about, 
Evans-Lynn said. It allows for 
artists to further develop their 
voice, a unique tone which she 
said Missoula has already be-
gun to develop.
The Aerie program has 
been putting on poetry slams 
for nearly a decade, teaming 
up with UM’s Oval magazine 
about six years ago to attract a 
more diverse pool of perform-
ers.
So far the response has been 
good, and Oval editor Chelsea 
Elwood, an Aerie alumn her-
self, expects artists to continue 
searching locally for that ever 
elusive original voice. 
“Niche arts like slam poetry 
can definitely find a home in 
Missoula,” she said.
brett.berntsen@umontana.com
Woman’s death in Glacier 
park ruled an accident
Glacier National Park offi-
cials say drowning has been 
ruled as the cause of death for 
a 28-year-old Kalispell woman 
whose body was found near 
the head of Lake McDonald.
Park officials said Tuesday 
that the death of Amy Marie 
Reddig was accidental.
Reddig was reported miss-
ing Thursday. Her car was 
found parked at Lake McDon-
ald Lodge and officials in a 
Flathead Emergency Aviation 
Resources helicopter spotted 
her body that afternoon at the 
head of Lake McDonald.
The water temperature in 
the lake was 36 degrees at the 
time.
Park officials say the Flat-
head County Coroner’s Office 
cited hypothermia and schizo-
phrenia as contributing factors 
in Reddig’s death.
Officials say drowning is the 
number one cause of death in 
the park.
DUI arrests up, misdemeanors 
down in Butte St. Patty’s
Police say drunken-driv-
ing arrests more than tripled 
in Butte over the St. Patrick’s 
Day weekend compared to 
last year.
But the number of arrests 
for disorderly conduct and 
other misdemeanors was 
slightly down in the city 
known for its rowdy St. Pat-
rick’s Day celebrations.
Butte-Silver Bow County 
Sheriff Ed Lester says police 
made 17 DUI arrests between 
late Friday and early Monday. 
That’s compared to just five in 
2012 and 10 in 2011.
The Montana Standard re-
ports 52 people were arrested 
this year for various misde-
meanor offenses such as dis-
orderly conduct and assault. 
This was down by a handful 
of arrests from last year.
Lester credits the cold, 
windy weather with calming 
things down this year.
Associated Press
Associated Press
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House Bill 240 would al-
low guns on University cam-
puses, on the grounds that 
any significant prohibition on 
campuses is an infringement 
on human rights. 
Gun Free Zones would be-
considered “dangerous to the 
health and safety of citizens 
because these zones create an 
unreasonable expectation of 
government-provided safe-
ty in these zones, while that 
safety cannot be provided or 
ensured,” under HB240
•	 Guns take 5 days to buy 
with a background check 
•	 Risk of suicide is 5 times 
greater in teens living with 
a gun in their living space. 
•	 There were 19,766 gun 
suicides in the U.S. in 
2011, or 52% of all sui-
cides in the U.S. in 2011
•	 78.2% of gun suicide at-
tempts are fatal.                 
•	 Montana #4 highest sui-
cide rate in the country, 
with 19.4 suicides per 
100,000 people.
GUNS
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of Representatives narrowly vot-
ed 34-31 to ban concealed weap-
ons on college campuses.  
The proposal, House Bill 1226, 
has stalled in the state senate, 
though, with the body failing to 
move on it earlier this month.
“Every one time a gun is 
used in self-defense, it is used 
11 times for suicide, seven times 
for homicide and used in an ac-
cident four times,” Sen. Rollie 
Heath, D-Boulder and Senate bill 
sponsor, said to the Senate floor 
before delaying the vote. Dem-
ocrats decided to pull the bill in 
hopes of building more support 
for the proposal in the future.
Failure by the state senate to 
agree to a gun ban on campus 
leaves in place a policy allowing 
those with concealed weapon 
permits to carry on campus. The 
policy stems from a 2008 lawsuit 
against the University of Colora-
do alleging the ban on guns vi-
olated the state’s 2003 Concealed 
Carry Act. The law included 
provisions that prevented indi-
viduals from carrying guns into 
government buildings or K-12 
schools, but never specifically 
cited universities.
On March 5, 2012, the Colo-
rado Supreme Court ruled that 
the University of Colorado could 
no longer ban students from 
carrying concealed weapons on 
campus.  Four months later the 
actions of a troubled CU-Denver 
student would cause many in the 
state to rethink its gun policies.
On July 20, 2012, James Egan 
Holmes, opened fire at an Auro-
ra, Colo., movie theater, killing 12 
people. 
The Aurora shooting com-
bined with the 1999 Denver-area 
Columbine High School shoot-
ing and the recent massacre in 
Newtown, Conn., raised anxiety 
among some on campus about 
the new Colorado policy.  
Karen Jacobs, a professor of 
English at CU-Boulder, orga-
nized a forum with Boulder Rep. 
Claire Levy to speak out against 
the policy.  Levy later became the 
sponsor of HB1226.
 “This is a place where we de-
pend on being able to speak our 
minds and offer sometimes con-
troversial opinions in a free and 
open place,” said Karen Jacobs 
during the forum as reported 
by the New York Times last Sep-
tember. “The feeling among a 
percentage of faculty is that this 
will create a climate of fear and 
intimidation.”
But according to a reporter 
for the student paper that has 
covered the debate over the gun 
policy, the CU Independent, little 
has changed on campus since 
the new law went into effect.
“Less than 1 percent of the 
school seems to have a stake in 
gun control, whether they own 
guns themselves or they’re afraid 
that guns will misfire in a class-
room or dorm, or that they will 
be a target of violence,” Gabriel 
Larsen-Santos said. “The vast 
majority of CU students haven’t 
even heard of the bill (HB1226) 
— let alone the controversy.”
Larsen-Santos said no one has 
left the university due to the new 
regulations, although a majority 
of faculty voiced their opposition 
to allowing guns on campus. 
“Since losing the power to en-
act a campus-wide gun ban, CU 
Regents have either kept silent 
on the issue or have come out 
in opposition of the ban, citing 
some kind of students rights vi-
olation but also concerned about 
the college verses national con-
trol debate,” he said. “There ha-
ven’t been any major incidents, 
although there have been recent 
deaths on campus, possible sui-
cides.”
A CAMPUS DIVIDED
Much like the debate at CU 
before the court struck down 
its gun ban, Montana students 
and faculty have a wide range 
of opinions about allowing con-
cealed weapons on campus. 
Dane Ardente,  a freshman at the 
University of Montana, said he 
doesn’t see why anyone should 
have a problem with him storing 
a gun in his dorm room in Elrod 
Hall. 
It is, he said, his home.  
Ardente, originally from 
Rhode Island, owns nine guns, 
three of which he has with him 
at college.
Two of his guns, a Winchester 
model 64 and a Browning A5, 
have been handed down to him 
from his grandfather. They are, 
according to Ardente, part of his 
heritage. 
On most weekends Ardente 
drives his 2011 “gunmetal black” 
Toyota Tacoma over the dirt and 
holes of Deep Creek Road to 
the shooting range. At the Deep 
Creek Shooting Range 15 miles 
west of Missoula, he often beats 
good friends in shooting contests 
trying to see who can cap the 
most clays.  
Ardente said that if people 
are trained how to properly use 
guns that they could prevent 
those with criminal intent.
“Criminals are already going 
to commit the crime so all we are 
doing is taking guns away from 
law abiding citizens,” Ardente 
said.   “And like (National Rifle 
Association Executive Director) 
Wayne La Pierre says, ‘the only 
guy that stops a bad guy with a 
gun is a good guy with a gun.’”
Sophomore Sean Hannifin, 
a business student, owns a con-
cealed weapon permit and said 
that if HB240 passes, he would 
consider carrying his gun on 
campus, but also questioned the 
underlying rationale for many of 
the country’s gun laws.
“There is the whole argument 
for the Second Amendment that 
the founders and framers of the 
Constitution meant it to be a 
check on government power,” 
Hannifin said. “But it is a hard 
logic to prove to people these 
days.”
But many on Montana cam-
puses believe that allowing 
weapons into classrooms would 
only hurt the safe learning envi-
ronment that college campuses 
already promote.
Calling the current policies 
“reasonable,” Montana State Uni-
versity President Waded Cruza-
do said “The university system 
has expressed its concerns about, 
and opposition to, HB240 to the 
Legislature.”
UM President Royce Eng-
strom has also said he supports 
maintaining the current system. 
Mike O’Lear, an adjunct pro-
fessor of statistics at UM, said he 
believes students having guns 
in classrooms does not help the 
learning process. “As a teacher, I 
want students to feel comfortable 
being intellectually vulnerable,” 
O’Lear said. “Having a lethal 
weapon in the classroom is, in 
this respect, counterproductive.”
And although he believes that 
students should be allowed to 
protect themselves, he does not 
believe guns are the best meth-
od. “Pepper spray, a Taser or, if 
you are into exotic things, take a 
judo class, to be able to properly 
protect yourself,” O’Lear said.
Opponents also raise the con-
cern that more guns may lead 
to more accidents like the 2011 
shooting near the Lommasson 
Center. A victim suffered a gun-
shot wound to his right hand 
when his friend, Michael Ream, 
pulled the trigger of the victim’s 
20-gauge shotgun. His injuries 
were not serious and he was 
treated at St. Patrick Hospital.
“Whatever inconvenience 
gun owners might face would 
be favorable to an accident oc-
curring if guns are allowed on 
campus,” said Sam Hines, 22, a 
student at UM. Amidst the rising 
controversy, the Associated Press 
reports that the bill is expected to 
pass the Republican-dominated 
Senate. It would then move to the 
desk of Gov. Steve Bullock.
zeno.wicks@umontana.edu
NUMBERS
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Dozens of students took one 
more step toward achieving 
Questlove-level record col-
lections when the Student In-
volvement Network hosted its 
first-ever album swap in the 
University Center on Tuesday. 
Students had the opportu-
nity to drop off a grip of CDs, 
cassette tapes or vinyl records 
with SIN in exchange for tick-
ets which could be used to 
trade or “swap” for any album 
that caught their eye on the 
display tables. SIN operated 
the swap on a first-come first-
serve basis, and no burned 
CDs or mixtapes were accept-
ed.
Conrad Scheid, student co-
ordinator for SIN, organized 
and manned the event with 
the help of other SIN staffers. 
“Obviously, people do record 
swaps all the time,” Scheid 
Students trade old memories for new albums
said. “I just thought it would be 
cool to give students a chance 
to experience each other’s taste 
in music, and get rid of some 
old albums in the process.”
Nearly 50 unwanted albums 
were swapped out for not-so-
shiny new ones by the end of 
the event. Many more students 
who didn’t get around to turn-
ing in their unwanted discs be-
forehand stopped by anyway, 
picking their way through the 
selections, flipping albums 
back and forth to gaze at the 
covers. All told, around 90 stu-
dents took a break from their 
schedules to peruse the tracks.
Stacks of old LPs, smelling 
vaguely of musty old garages, 
towered over a menagerie of 
various CDs from many dif-
ferent eras. Even a few stray 
cassettes managed to find 
their way to trading table. The 
choices spanned the genre 
range including modern in-
die standouts Psychic Chasms 
by Neon Indian and The Body, 
the Blood, the Machine, by The 
Thermals; to folk classics like 
Bridge Over Troubled Water. 
Even a few oddball cast-offs, 
like the soundtrack to “Juras-
sic Park,” made an appearance.
“This reminds me of 7th 
grade,” said Patrick Johnson 
as he stares down at his newly 
acquired copy of Franz Ferdi-
nand’s self-titled 2004 release, 
one of several new albums he 
scored during the swap.
“I like these kinds of things 
because it’s easy to get quality 
music,” Johnson said. “I never 
download music illegally.”
Johnson is a proponent of 
album swaps because audio-
philes can add new music to 
their collections through “fair 
trade” methods as opposed to 
pirating albums through dubi-
ous websites and bit torrents.
christopher.allen@umontana.edu
@ChrisBrianAllen
Christopher Allen
Montana Kaimin
Swap ‘n’ spin
Christopher Allen/Montana Kaimin
Patrick Johnson completes an album swap with Student Involvement Network student coordinator Conrad 
Scheid at the UC Atrium on Tuesday. Nearly 50 albums changed hands before the swap was over.
 CAMPUS
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The founding members of 
the Kitchen Dwellers sat to-
gether two and a half years ago, 
all nursing broken hearts. Their 
girls didn’t love them any more.
“They all left us, so we were 
all drinking in the bar and de-
cided to sing a high lonesome 
bluegrass song,” Kyle Sheldstad 
said, guitarist and lead singer. 
So began the earnest, skill-
ful efforts of the band to make 
their listeners forget their trou-
bles. At the time, band practices 
happened in a tiny townhouse 
in Bozeman. 
“The biggest part of the 
house was the kitchen, so we 
practiced in there,” banjo play-
er Torrin Daniels said. “We 
tried out a couple names, but 
we stuck with Kitchen Dwellers 
‘cause … well … that’s what we 
did.”
The trio of Sheldstad, Joe 
Funk on stand up bass, and 
Shawn Swain on mandolin were 
the first Dwellers, followed by 
Daniels and Tyler Schultz with 
a fiddle. Representing Wiscon-
sin, Alaska, Colorado, Montana 
and Illinois respectively, the 
band combines far-ranging in-
fluences and experiences. The 
boys found themselves in a 
bluegrass band with traditional 
bluegrass instruments almost 
despite themselves.
“We are playing instruments 
that are kind of stuck in their 
stereotypes, but we like to take 
it in a new direction,” Schultz 
said.
The band decided to not in-
clude drums more because of 
convenience than the desire to 
play pure bluegrass. 
“There’s a challenge that 
comes with being in a string en-
semble that tries to have as loud 
a sound as a full band,” Shelds-
tad said. “We want to be a rock 
‘n roll band.”
The band’s resistance to clas-
sification probably stems from 
their origins as fun-loving par-
ty jammers. They built their 
following playing in Bozeman 
basements with friends who 
watched the band expand and 
progress. Fans call themselves 
“Dish Washers” and are known 
to travel with the band. 
One old Dish Washer is 
Gavin McAuliff, who has lived 
in Bozeman since 2007. He 
knew several members of the 
band personally and began 
coming to their shows. 
“They create a type of mu-
sic that you’re like, ‘no way is 
that coming out of bluegrass 
instruments,’” McAuliff said. 
“They can play good ol’ coun-
try fast-picking, but they also 
have the ability to use phasers. 
It sounds like space. It’s like gal-
axy-grass.”
Missoula has responded 
to the group’s unpredictable 
musical journey. The Kitchen 
Dwellers beat out notables such 
as The Dodgy Mountain Men 
and Flatt Cheddar for the recent 
Zoo Music Award in Country/
Bluegrass.
“It’s amazing to see the type 
of demographics of people who 
come to this type of show,” 
McAuliff said. “There are dead-
heads to cowboys. Most people 
can enjoy it.”
Because of high demand for 
the Dwellers, they’ve written 
Kitchen Dwellers heat up on Missoula scene
Riley Pavelich
Montana Kaimin
new material and expand their 
set lists. The majority of songs 
they play are originals.
“We’re all working on every 
person in the band to write at 
least one original song because 
it makes us become more in-
volved in the music,” Sheldstad 
said. 
The Dwellers played about 
60 shows last semester. Most re-
cently the band helped re-open 
The Top Hat in Missoula with 
WhiteWater Ramble and The 
Lil’ Smokies. 
riley.pavelich@umontana.edu
Thom Bridge/Montana Kaimin
Shawn Swain, left, and Kyle Shelstad, right, of the Kitchen Dwellers play at Monk’s Bar Feb. 22.
You can see the Kitchen Dwellers 
perform in campus sessions at
www.montanakaimin.com
Montana Kaimin
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K A I M I N  C L A S S I F I E D S
The Kaimin assumes no responsibility 
for advertisements which are placed in 
the Kiosk. We urge all readers to use 
their best judgement and investigate 
fully any offers of employment, invest-
ment or related topics before paying 
out any money.
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.50 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
R A T E S
Lost and found ads may be placed in 
the Kiosk free of charge. They can be 3 
lines long and run for 3 days.
The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. 
Prepayment is required. Ads may be 
placed at DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-
5475, email: ads@montanakaimin.com 
or call 243-6541.
AD REPRESENTATIVES
Nick Connor
Dani Howlett
AD REPRESENTATIVES
Bridget Gibbons
Madeline Rubida
OFFICE ASSISTANTS
Briana Murray
Sarah Hopkins
Michelle Dezinan
PRODUCTION
Lynn Campbell
OFFICE MANAGER
Ruth Johnsonmontanakaimin 
Office Staff
LOST & FOUND
Found mittens on the asphalt, 
southwest of LA building on 
March 13th. Art-fair-quality 
mittens. Please call 243-6451 and 
describe to claim
ENTERTAINMENT
Audition for the King of Hearts 
male beauty pageant & talent 
show! March 26th 6pm, 1107 
Gerald Ave. 3 categories to 
choose from: Formal wear, drag 
and/or talent. Contact Evan to sign 
up @ 720-335-8189 evie1028@
gmail.com
HELP WANTED
Wildland Firefighters needed 
- many positions available. For 
training information please call 
406-273-6111 or refer to our 
website A1.fireservices.com 
Guest ranch near Choteau, MT is 
looking for a seasonal qualified 
wrangler and kitchen helper/
server. Experience necessary. 
Please reply to deepcreekranch1@
yahoo.com and include which 
position you are interested in for 
the summer. We will contact you 
shortly.
Parks & Recreation Seasonal 
Positions: Aquatics, Recreation. 
Applications, descriptions, 
deadlines at www.ci.missoula.
mt.us/jobs or Currents Aquatics 
Center, 600 Cregg, McCormick 
Park. Lifeguarding classes start 
4/8 & 5/6. 
www.missoulaparks.org
Direct Care positions available - 
Various hours and shifts working 
with adults with disabilities. 
CSW - FT position providing 
services to Adults w/disabilities in 
a residential/community setting. 
American Sign Language is 
required. M: 3p-11pm, Tu: 1:30-
2:30p and 3p-10p, W: 3p-11p, 
Th: 3p-11p, F: 3p-9p. $12.00/hr. 
Position open until filled, valid 
MT driver license. No history of 
abuse, neglect, or exploitation. 
Applications available at 
OPPORTUNITY RESOURCES, 
INC., 2821 S. Russell, Missoula, 
MT 59801. Extensive background 
checks will be completed. NO 
RESUMES. EOE.
Computer tutor wanted ASAP. 
Must be fluent in Word, 
Powerpoint and Excel. $9-$10/
hour. Call (406)493-7229
SERVICES
Reliable PC/laptop repair. Voted 
best of Missoula 2012. Student 
discounts! 136 E Broadway 
Computer Central 542-6540
MISCELLANEOUS
School of Extended & Lifelong 
Learning: Register for Summer 
2013 Semester - 4 day weeks, 
3 day weekends! Visit umt.
edu/summer for a chance to 
win a $500 summer semester 
scholarship!
Top of the Mic returns
MISSOULA
Eben Wragge-Keller
Montana Kaimin
SPEED DATE YOUR NEW FAVORITE BAND
Top of the Mic returns to Sean Kelly’s Thursdays
Irish flags bathe in red light, 
hanging on the walls behind the 
stage as bands line up, set up, and 
play a 25-minute set at Sean Kel-
ly’s for the fourth annual Top Of 
the Mic competition. Until about 
11:30 p.m. on Thursday, when 
Viv Savage took the stage, the 
dance floor was empty except 
for one confident old man with 
gray scraggly hair and a beanie, 
dancing with as much grace and 
composure as Elaine Benes. 
“He’s here all the time,” said 
John Surratt, coordinator of the 
weekly event.
Then slowly two girls, then 
their two friends, then four guys 
sensing the opportunity to make 
their move, then more girls hop-
ing to make theirs all filled the 
floor for the last act of the night. 
As the alcohol lubricated blood-
streams and inhibitions, the 
bands played with more energy 
knowing they had the crowd at 
their feet.
The band drawing the danc-
ers on this particular Thursday 
— Whiskey Root — ended up 
stealing the night and the slot of 
the next performer who didn’t 
show, playing a full-hour set to 
the crowd’s delight.  
The former manager of Sean 
Kelly’s created Top of the Mic 
four years ago. The idea was to 
draw all the local musicians out 
of the woodwork and get them to 
showcase their talents. It’s Battle 
of the Bands and speed dating 
combined to give every musician 
willing to throw their hat in the 
ring a chance to have their mu-
sic heard, as well as a shot at the 
$1,000 grand prize. 
The University of Montana 
Entertainment Management 
program has been working with 
Sean Kelly’s to promote and or-
ganize the event for the past 
three years, giving students an 
opportunity for hands-on expe-
rience while offering credit for 
their work.
Surratt, a junior at UM and a 
UMEM student, has spent time 
booking and organizing bands 
at Monks, where he is the head 
bartender. He said it came natu-
rally to make the progression to 
Top of the Mic.
“Well I kind of just volun-
teered myself for it,” Surratt said. 
“It was something I was already 
doing and I thought it would give 
me insight into another bar and 
how they do their booking, how 
much they pay people, sound 
levels, presentation and all that.”
Surratt booked all 70 bands 
that will be playing this year and 
coordinated their playing times 
with the help of six other stu-
dents in his UMEM group. With 
seven bands every Thursday for 
seven weeks, and semifinals ev-
ery other Saturday, scheduling is 
tight and only allows each band 
a 10-minute setup time and a 
25-minute set. 
Josh Rhines, lead guitarist and 
songwriter for High Voltage, will 
be playing this Thursday, but 
feels the set times don’t give the 
bands a proper chance to show 
the crowd their stuff, which var-
ies the competition. 
“25 minutes is a little short,” 
Rhines said. “From  my experi-
ence I feel like a band just starts get-
ting going after 25-30 minutes.” 
“Honestly for us, we’re just out 
there trying to play to rock-mu-
sic fans, and we’re just trying to 
gain fans and spread our mu-
sic,” Rhines said. “Are we gonna 
make the finals? You never know 
because music is subjective. It 
would be great if we won it but 
we’re really just out there be-
cause we love music.” 
This is the mentality encour-
aged by the event and the audi-
ence members. With a growing 
trend toward electronic music, 
this event was created with the 
intent to give up-and-coming 
live musicians their few mo-
ments in the spotlight, and the 
audience the ultimate hipster 
feather in their cap: “I saw that 
band before they were signed to 
a label.” Who knows, you may 
even see the next Colin Meloy up 
there. 
Beau Wurster, the music and 
event coordinator for Sean Kel-
ly’s, has purposely organized the 
competition to give the under-
dog a chance.   
“Anyone is eligible to sign up 
for Top of the Mic unless you are 
signed by a label, whether it’s a 
major label or small grassroots,” 
Wurster said. “The competition 
is directed toward musicians 
who haven’t had that big break 
yet, but are looking for any expo-
sure to make it to that next level.” 
The finals will be on May 11, 
with all 14 bands that make the 
cut playing one final blowout 
show. Bands will be judged on 
many aspects, but audience reac-
tion during the Thursday shows 
definitely helps. 
eben.wragge-keller@umontana.edu
PETRIFIED?
PLEASED?
PISSED?
Write a letter.
Please email letters 
of 300 words or 
fewer to opinion@
montanakaimin.com, or 
drop them off in Don 
Anderson Hall 208. 
Please include a phone 
number. Letters are 
printed on Thursdays.
